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The Science of School Renewal

Nine Elements of a Strong  
Social-Emotional Platform
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2 3 POSITIVE YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT 

A philosophical 
and programmatic 
underpinning.

PROFESSIONAL 
COMMUNITY 

An understanding 
of family, societal, 
learning and adolescent 
development contexts.

A STRONG STUDENT 
SUPPORT/
WELLNESS TEAM —
THE RIGHT PEOPLE 
AND FUNCTIONS, 
 

A regular meeting, serving 
as advisors and partners, 
guiding the work through 
qualitative data and 
diagnostic tools. ic tools,.

AN ADULT BELIEF 
SYSTEM AND SKILL SET
THAT NURTURES 
SCHOOL CLIMATE, 
CULTURE AND BEHAVIOR 

Guided Discipline, no  
bystanders, exceptions and 
no “turnstile”, with linkage 
to supervision, evaluation 
and professional growth.

ADDRESSING 
“HEAT MAP” ISSUES
CLASSROOMS, PEOPLE 
AND PLACES THAT  
ARE “TOO HOT”  

How do we help? Tracking  
behavioral data & effective 
Tier 3 interventions; support 
for those staff.

EFFECTIVE 
GRADE-LEVEL 
OR HOUSE TEAMS 

A strong commitment,  
good tools, high-functioning 
mtgs, collaborative  
problem-solving.

TIER 1 STRATEGIES 

Ongoing, culture-
shaping; preventative; 
guided by PYD rubric; 
“noticing.”

EXERCISE, 
MOVEMENT,  
BREATHING, YOGA, 
PLAY, ABUNDANT 
ARTS AND MUSIC.

INCREASING 
PARTNERSHIP 
EFFECTIVENESS 

In-school mental health 
and community youth  
development partners, 
after-school and out- 
of-school coordination.


